
Milk Index – 
The brand for high forage quality
DSV is leading in breeding of high quality forage species for a high milk production. Only 
our best varieties receive the Milk Index quality award. In the respective species segment, 
Milk Index varieties are especially selected for an extraordinary digestibility and a high 
nutrient concentration. This increases feed intake and ensures a better and more stable 
energy supply, resulting in higher animal performance. COUNTRY Energy mixtures in
particular contain high proportions of Milk Index varieties.

Forage grasses: 

At the optimum cutting date, Milk Index grass varieties contain less of the indigestible

cell wall component lignin than conventional varieties of each species. This accelerates

the digestibility of the remaining cell wall consisting of cellulose and hemicellulose and

the nutrients of the cell content are more quickly available to the ruminant. 

Legumes: 

As a homegrown protein source, clover and alfalfa grass stands are particularly good

at meeting protein needs in ruminant diets. Milk Index varieties are characterized by

particularly high crude protein contents and thus increase the protein value and

content in the fodder. 

Advantages of Milk Index varieties

Peat soil suitability 

Besides focusing on high yields, rust resistance and forage quality, DSV also pays attention 
to remarkable persistency and special ability to cope with peat soils. The special perennial 
ryegrass varieties, which are rewarded with an M in Germany, are the icing on the cake of 
DSV’s variety portfolio. 

The peat soil suitability is tested at several locations in North Germany, where the varieties 
have to prove outstanding ground cover and winter hardiness on these low land locations. 
In special trials, the ground cover of the fi rst, third and last emergence as well as the 
winter hardiness are evaluated for three years by an independent offi cial body. The award 
M is only given to the very best varieties and proves their peat soil and low pH suitability in 
combination with higher persistency and good spring growth. Surviving the harsh condi-
tions at the test locations as well as the very low ph level (below 5) show that these varie-
ties are really able to grow in non-perennial ryegrass-friendly neighbourhoods, not only 
under German conditions but at all other locations with rather diffi cult and wet conditions 
on mineral and peat soils.

DSV’s top perennial ryegrass varieties in COUNTRY

Variety
Milk
Index

Peat soil
suitibility Ploidy Yield

Sward 
density

Winter 
hardiness

Rust 
resistance

Persis-
tence

Forage 
quality

National listing / 
Offi cial 

recommendation

ea
rly KARATOS M t 4 4 4 4 4 3 DE, RU

MIRTELLO M t 4 4 4 5 5 3 AR, BE, DE, LU

in
te

r

EUROCONQUEST M t 4 4 5 4 4 5 DE

EXPLOSION M t 5 4 5 5 4 5 DE, NL, UK

ARELIO M d 4 4 4 3 4 4 DE, EC, NL, RU, UK

ASTONHOCKEY M t 4 4 4 3 5 4 BE, DE

BOTOND t 4 4 4 4 5 4 DE

TRIVOS t 4 4 4 4 5 3
CH, CO, DE, EC, 
LU, NL, RU, UA

LIDELTA t 4 4 4 3 5 3 DE

ALLIGATOR t 5 4 5 3 5 2 AT, CH, DE, LU

la
te

VALERIO M t 5 4 5 4 5 4 BE, DE, RU, UK

KAIMAN d 5 4 3 4 4 5 DE, NL

SHERLOCK M t 4 4 4 5 4 3 DE

HURRICANE t 5 4 3 4 4 4 DE, FR, LU, NL, UK

CHEVALIER M t 5 4 4 4 4 3 DE

ROSSIMONTE d 5 4 3 3 4 4 DE, NL

ARNANDO d 4 4 4 4 3 3 DE, NL

YOUPI t 4 4 4 5 4 5 DE, FR, NL, UK

Range: 1-5 (5=best); breeders classifi cation
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To find out more about Milk Index, please
have a look at www.dsv-seeds.com




